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majority the^ necessary decree was passed, and on isth April
1525, the last Mass was said in Zurich. This appeal to the
Council was in clear contravention of Zwingli's own principles,
for the civil authority was asked to set on one side the wishes of
individual Gemeinden. Zwingli defended himself on the ground
that an emergency had again arisen, but this defence is clearly
inadequate. No doubt his opponents had claimed other actions on
Zwingli's and the Council's parts to be infringements of Zwinglian
principles, but here was a clear case.
The State, having entered into the spiritual realm, continued at
Zwingli's request to make its presence there more and more felt.
The troubles with the Anabaptists in 1525 and the following years
caused Zwingli to make repeated appeals for intervention to the
civil authority.   The order for the drowning of obdurate Ana-
baptists, on 7tih., March" 1526^ thoughno doubtjt ^could^ be de-
fended^ on^jhe^ grojm^ jthat Jhj^^c^                                  dis-
order, was dangerously like coi^ulsionj^^                         against
wHcF^                                                                     But just as sig-
nificanFgTs tKeTrruption of the State into religious affairs was that
of the Church, in the person principally of Zwingli himself, into
secular affairs. The path towards theocracy had been struck out,
and it was thereafter steadily followed; by 1528 the end of the
journey had been reached, though Zwingli was still apparently
unconscious, if we may judge from his writings of that year, that
his conception of the Gemeinde had been altered. The constitution
of 1528 shows the city ruled in religious and secular affairs alike
by one authority in the form of a Council; and the Council is^
headed by the prophet, Zwingli. His'writings from this time forth
show the greater and greater influence exerted on him by the
figures of the Old Testament prophets, and in his latest writings
the prophet appears  as  above the  Church  and  the worldly
authority alike.
But the prophet is, of course, the organ of the Word of God; all
his words and activities in that capacity are derived from that
Word. Therefore the rule of Zwingli in the city of Zurich was the
rule of the Word, dominant in worldly and spiritual affairs alike;
the Bible is found to contain the law of the State as it had been
previously found to contain the law of the Church.
So far as the change in Zwingli's theories is concerned, he has
altered his idea of the relation of the Word to the Church only in
so far as he has now given the Word a personal embodiment; but
the relation of the Word to the State is fundamentally altered by